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working well together 

Eastlands Homes have awarded  
Casey the UK's first large-scale  
PassivHaus retrofit project to be un-
dertaken in occupied properties. 

Eastlands Homes is applying the prin-
ciples of the PassivHaus to achieve 
the much lauded EnerPHit Standard, 
as recognised by the PassivHaus 
Institute, to refurbish 32 apartments in 
Longsight as part of its Decent 
Homes programme.  It is the first 
large-scale adoption in the UK of this 
approach, and also the first time it 
has been carried out while residents 
continue living in the properties.   

Excellent resident liaison will be key 
to this scheme, and the Casey Resi-
dent Liaison Team will be working 
hard to ensure a high quality finish 
with minimum disruption. 

The works comprise an external en-
velope upgrade and internal improve-

ing and inspection regime will be 
championed and rigorously monitored 
from the outset. 

Eastlands Homes hopes to be able to 
cut carbon emissions by 80% and 
slash energy bills for tenants from 
£1,540 per year to just £270 per year. 

The cost of achieving the standard is 
not significantly that much greater 
than would be expended on a low en-
ergy refurbishment but the benefits to 
the residents in terms of the quality of 
breathable air, elimination of conden-
sation, and reduction in fuel costs are 
immense. 

Casey is delighted to be working with 
consultants, R-Gen Developments, 
who are overseeing the scheme, 2E 
Architects, and Simon Fenton and 
Partners over the 35 week project  
period. 

were also a finalist), and we brought two of 
our own apprentices with us to share a  
really wonderful evening. We were  
delighted, however, to see Smart  
Electrical, a company we work closely with, 
win it instead. 

“It is easy for towns like Rochdale to fall 
under the shadow of its larger neighbour, 
Manchester, but this award ceremony really 
showcases what a diverse and 
dynamic business  
sector the Borough of  
Rochdale has.” 

At the Rochdale Business Awards, The 
Casey Companies scored a double 
success by winning not only the  
Business of the Year Award for busi-
nesses with a turnover of greater 
than £5 million, but also the coveted 
Environmental Award. 

Chris Casey said of the Awards Cere-
mony,  “It was a brilliant evening.  
There were 35 tables and so much 
talent, enthusiasm and energy in the room.  
We would also have loved to win the  
Apprentice Employer Award (for which we 

ments, including a new mechanical 
ventilation heat recovery system. 

An interesting feature of the scheme 
is the external facade which is the 
Chameleon rainscreen cladding.  
This unique product is finished with a 
crystal layer which, depending on the 
angle from which it is viewed and the 
effect of light, appears to dramatically 
change colour. 

PassivHaus homes have to be ex-
tremely air-tight and installed with 
high thermal insulation, making it a 
challenge to achieve within an occu-
pied living environment.  Previously, 
such schemes have only been at-
tempted on vacant dwellings or new-
build sites. 

The Casey Project Team have under-
gone specialist PassivHaus training 
to ensure competence and compli-
ance with the standard, and the test-

 

 

 

Double success at Rochdale Business AwardsDouble success at Rochdale Business AwardsDouble success at Rochdale Business AwardsDouble success at Rochdale Business Awards    

Eastlands Homes’ LargeEastlands Homes’ LargeEastlands Homes’ LargeEastlands Homes’ Large----Scale Scale Scale Scale 
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Is your vehicle ready for winter?Is your vehicle ready for winter?Is your vehicle ready for winter?Is your vehicle ready for winter?    

 

Road Safety Week is a 
project by Brake and Brake and Brake and Brake and 
everyone!everyone!everyone!everyone!    Brake is a 
road safety charity with 
two aims; preventing 
road crashes, and 
supporting the victims. 

Brake founded Road Safety Week as an 
annual event to heighten awareness of the 
extent of carnage on our roads, and the 
steps everyone can take to stop these need-
less deaths and injuries year-round.  

Every year has a theme and the theme for 
2012 is ‘Slower Speeds = Happy People’‘Slower Speeds = Happy People’‘Slower Speeds = Happy People’‘Slower Speeds = Happy People’ 

HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFAREHEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFAREHEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFAREHEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE    
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Year Round EssentialsYear Round EssentialsYear Round EssentialsYear Round Essentials    

� Fully-charged mobile phone and in-car     
         charger.    

� Sunglasses to deal with glare from sun or             
                                    snow.    

� Warning triangle.    

� Road atlas or sat-nav.    

� Breakdown membership card    

Winter EssentialsWinter EssentialsWinter EssentialsWinter Essentials 

� Blanket, rug or sleeping bag. 

� Shovel. 

� Bits of carpet or thick cardboard to help wheels regain traction 
on ice or snow. 

� Salt, sand or cat litter to help clear snow and ice. 

� Ice scraper and de-icer. 

� Torch and batteries. 

� Tow rope. 

� Battery jump leads. 

� Snacks—chocolate or cereal bars. 

� Extra screen wash and bottled water. 

If you are planning a journey when bad weather is forecast, make sure 
you take a warm winter coat, scarf, hat, gloves and warm clothes, 
waterproofs, sturdy boots, and a flask of hot drink.  Hopefully you 
won’t need them, but you’ll be very glad of them if you do. 

Check your VehicleCheck your VehicleCheck your VehicleCheck your Vehicle    

� Tyre conditionTyre conditionTyre conditionTyre condition: Tyres, including the spare, 
must be above 1.6mm tread depth across 
the centre 3 quarters of the tread, check for 
bulges or damage that may expose the cord 
and check for cuts or tears that are no bigger 
than 25mm and are not deep enough to 
reach the cord. 

� Tyre PressureTyre PressureTyre PressureTyre Pressure: Tyres, including the spare, 
must be correctly inflated to manufacturers recommendations 
which can be found in the vehicle manual and on most vehicles 
inside the fuel flap. 

� Windscreen WipersWindscreen WipersWindscreen WipersWindscreen Wipers: Make sure windscreen and rear wipers, if 
fitted, clear the screen fully and check for signs of splitting or 
tearing of the rubber. 

� Windscreen WashersWindscreen WashersWindscreen WashersWindscreen Washers: Make sure your windscreen washers are 
in full working order and that none of the jets are blocked and 
also windscreen washer concentrate is present to prevent the 
fluid freezing. 

� LightsLightsLightsLights: Check operation and condition of all lamps.  Make sure 
there are no blown bulbs, check for damage and that there is no 
white light visible from rear lamps except reversing lights. 

� MirrorsMirrorsMirrorsMirrors: Check condition of glass and operation. 

� AntifreezeAntifreezeAntifreezeAntifreeze: Check coolant level regularly and, if required, top up 
with a mixture of the correct type of antifreeze. 

� FuelFuelFuelFuel: Keep at least a quarter of a tank in case of unexpected 
delays. 

� Locks and door sealsLocks and door sealsLocks and door sealsLocks and door seals:  Stop doors freezing shut with a thin coat 
of polish or Vaseline on rubber door seals. A squirt of WD-40 in 
locks will help stop them freezing.    

Road Safety Week Road Safety Week Road Safety Week Road Safety Week ————    19191919----25 November25 November25 November25 November    
The aim to raise awareness of the impor-
tance of making it safer for people to walk 
and cycle in their own community, to get to 
work or school, and for their health and 
enjoyment, has been highlighted by the 
recent accidents suffered by cyclists Bradley 
Wiggins and Shane Sutton. 

Slowing down is one of the most important 
things drivers can do to make our roads and 
communities safer and greener.  It means 
more time to react and brake in an emer-
gency. If we reduce traffic speeds, it means 
fewer and less serious crashes, and there is 
the added benefit of lower emissions too.  

We are all aware winter is here and that driving conditions have worsened in the last few weeks.  Two of the last three winters have seen wide-
spread snow and ice for weeks on end, with temperatures regularly below zero ºC, giving us an indication of what we have to look forward to. 

You are more likely to break down in a bad winter, so here are some tips to help you reduce the risk of a breakdown, make sure you are equipped 
for the conditions, and make your journey safer. 

 

 



We have recently 
undertaken some 
road resurfacing 
works at Tameside General Hospital. 

The nature of this job meant that much 
disruption was anticipated for access to 
the hospital.  However, Casey worked 
well with the client to minimise the dis-
ruption.  These comments were re-
ceived by Gareth Llewellyn, the Capital 
Projects Manager at Tameside Hospital, 
who passed them on to us. 

“With reference to the work being un-
dertaken by Casey’s on the hospital 
site. 

We have found all the staff, employed 
by Casey’s to be very helpful and under-
standing whilst they have been working 
on our site. 

I would like to make a special mention 
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In the communityIn the communityIn the communityIn the community    

working well togetherworking well togetherworking well togetherworking well together    
to  Andy, who I think 
is the foreman/
supervisor.  Nothing 

has been too much trouble, he has 
been very helpful in any request that 
we have made, he has been polite and 
courteous at all times. His actions have 
made what could have been a problem-
atic situation, much easier than was 
originally envisaged. 

I would be grateful if you could pass on 
our thanks to Andy’s manager, or who-
ever is in charge.” 

We would like to say thank you to 
Tameside Hospital NHS Foundation 
Trust for their kind words — this is all 
part of our service. 

To Andy Vickers, we say “It is action like 
this that makes our service delivery 
second to none.  Thank you, Andy and 
your team, for a job well done!” 

Olivia was talking about the Rochdale 
Business Awards Ceremony, held on 2nd 
November. 

 

 

Well done, Dad!!! 

Olivia Moseley, age 11, with brother Sam, age 7  

Here are some of the community events we have been involved with recently.Here are some of the community events we have been involved with recently.Here are some of the community events we have been involved with recently.Here are some of the community events we have been involved with recently.    

Celebrating the comple-
tion of the Community 

Energy Savings  
Programme in Gamesley 

with High Peak  
Community Housing. 

 

 

Commemoration Plaque for  
Connie Strongitharm who was one of 
the  founders of Anson Community 
House (Eastlands Homes). 

 

 

 

The opening of parking, BBQ and patio area at 
Stamford Court, for Eastlands Homes. There 

are some great before and after  
pictures on our 

Facebook 
page 

 
Coffee  

morning with  
residents of 
Riverside.  

working well together 

 
 

  

 



The Casey Companies 
Rydings Road, Rochdale, OL12 9PS 
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There is always a lot of input required to produce this newsletter, and it’s a team effort.  We would like to say a big Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! to all contribu-
tors to this issue: High Peak Community Housing, Craig Ashton, Sue Croll, Sarah Harwood, Chris Casey, Simon Moseley,  

You can download a leaflet giving more information on this topic, plus information on dealing You can download a leaflet giving more information on this topic, plus information on dealing You can download a leaflet giving more information on this topic, plus information on dealing You can download a leaflet giving more information on this topic, plus information on dealing 

with black mould, from High Peak Community Housing  with black mould, from High Peak Community Housing  with black mould, from High Peak Community Housing  with black mould, from High Peak Community Housing  - http://www.hpch.co.uk/
publications/33988_HPCH%20Damp%20Booklet.pdf  

Black mould is rarely seen here because 
the area is too wet, and the chemicals in 
waste water will usually prevent mould 
growth. 

Penetrating Damp Penetrating Damp Penetrating Damp Penetrating Damp — this will only be found 
on external walls, or ceilings in the case of 
roof leaks. 

Penetrating damp-
ness is far more 
noticeable after a 
period of rain and 
will normally appear 
as a well defined 
‘damp patch’ which looks and feels damp 
to the touch. 

Black mould is rarely seen in this instance 
because the affected area is too wet and 

CondensationCondensationCondensationCondensation is by far the most common 
cause of dampness experienced by house-
holders.  It is caused by water vapour or 
moisture from inside a dwelling coming into 
contact with a colder surface, such as a win-
dow or wall.  If the resultant water drops are 
allowed to soak into 
wallpaper, paintwork or 
plasterwork, the  
affected damp areas 
may then in time attract 
black mould that grows 
on the surface. 

Condensation occurs mainly during the  
colder months and is usually found in  
corners of rooms, north facing walls, on or 
near windows and in areas with poor air 
circulation.  Most homes will be affected at 
some point but certain activities can  
increase the problem. 

Condensation and mould growth is often due 
to habits and lifestyle and is something that 
can easily be reduced and remedied. Cook-
ing, washing and drying clothes indoors, 
even breathing, all produce water vapour. 

There are, however, three other potential 
causes of damp in a home. 

Defective Plumbing Defective Plumbing Defective Plumbing Defective Plumbing — leaks from water and 
waste pipes, especially in bathrooms and 
kitchens are  
relatively common. 

The affected area 
will look and feel 
damp to the touch, 
and remains damp 
whatever the condi-
tions outside.  An inspection of internal and/
or external pipework will usually find the 
source of the problem. 

the dampness contains salts picked up 
when passing through the wall. 

Rising Damp Rising Damp Rising Damp Rising Damp — this is caused by water rising 
from the ground into the home, due to no, 
or a broken, damp proof course.  Rising 
damp will only affect basements and ground 
floor rooms and  
usually leaves a ‘tide 
mark’ low down on 
the wall.  You may 
notice white salts on 
the affected areas. 

Again, you will rarely 
see black mould with rising damp — the 
dampness carries with it ground salts which 
prevent the growth of the mould. 

Damp, Condensation and MouldDamp, Condensation and MouldDamp, Condensation and MouldDamp, Condensation and Mould    

1111    Produce less moistureProduce less moistureProduce less moistureProduce less moisture    

Dry clothes outdoors.  If you have to dry 
them indoors, dry them on a clothes airer 
in the bathroom with the door closed and  
window slightly open or extractor fan on. 

Vent tumble driers to the outside, or buy a 
condensing type. 

Cover pans when cooking and do not 
leave kettles boiling. 

Do not use paraffin or liquid petroleum 
(bottled) gas heaters.  They produce large 
amounts of water vapour. 

2222    Remove excess moistureRemove excess moistureRemove excess moistureRemove excess moisture    

Always wipe the windows and sills every 
morning to remove condensation.  This is 
especially important in the bedroom, 
bathroom and kitchen — just opening the  
windows is not enough. 

3333    VentilateVentilateVentilateVentilate    

You can ventilate a room without making 
draughts by opening windows slightly or 
using the trickle vent on double-glazed 

windows. 

Leave space between furniture and cold 
walls so air can circulate behind. 

In the morning, open bedroom windows 
for up to an hour and throw back the bed-
clothes to air the bed and bedding. 

4444    Warmth vs VentilationWarmth vs VentilationWarmth vs VentilationWarmth vs Ventilation    

By opening windows it may appear that 
you are losing some heat, but you are 
allowing warm moisture laden air to es-
cape to be replaced by cool dry air.  Dry 
cool air is actually cheaper to heat than 
moist warm air! 

The advice is to ventilate for an appro-
priate period of time to remove moisture 
— not to leave windows open all day. 

5555    Heat your home a little moreHeat your home a little moreHeat your home a little moreHeat your home a little more    

In cold weather, the best way to keep 
rooms warm and avoid condensation is to 
keep low background heat on all day  
rather than short bursts of high heat when 
you are in the house.  This will also  
prevent pipes from freezing in the winter. 

5 Steps to reducing condensation and mould growth 


